
 � laggards earnestly preoccu-
pied with the unending toil 

of literary hobnobbery &  the 
machinations of manufacturing 
we have nonetheless made time 
to produce this modest retro-
spective of recently published

BO
OK 

Gaspereau Press Limited ¶ Printers & Publishers
november 2019

S

!



Boom Time by lindsay bird
Poetry ($19.95, 9781554471942, 80 pages). Inspired by 
Bird’s time working in isolated construction camps in 
northern Alberta, Boom Time describes the unruly social 
space of the work camps and the ‘in-between’ state of 
existence that they create.

One Dog Town by dominique béchard
Poetry ($19.95, 9781554471959, 80 pages).  Situated in 
the anti-pastoral landscape and hard-living youth culture 
of northern Ontario, these vivid poems wrestle with both a 
sense of isolation and a seemingly ‘impossible proximity’ 
to love and tragic loss.

Under the Gamma Camera by madeline bassnett
Poetry ($21.95, 9781554471966, 96 pages). A frank por-
trait of our relationship with disease, exploring the con-
trary state of being that is illness.  

Chance Encounters with Wild Animals by monica Kidd
Poetry ($21.95, 9781554471973, 96 pages). Kidd is ha-
bitually inquisitive and observant, and her poetry employs 
this exacting eye to map each new terrain she encounters.  

The Grand River Watershed by Karen houle
Poetry ($19.95, 9781554471843, 80 pages). By pairing lit-
erary and ecological modes Houle presents the Grand Riv-
er as a complex living system that is full of inter connection 
and meaning, reinvigorating poetry’s possibilities as a 
tool for engaging with and speaking of the natural world. 
Finalist for the 2019 Governor General’s Literary Award. 

Recent Books
individuals: If you are interested in 
purchasing any of the books featured 
in this catalogue, please visit your local 
bookseller. If the store does not stock 
Gaspereau Press titles, your bookseller 
can place a special order. You can also 
find our recent books on the web at am-
azon.ca or chapters.ca, or by contacting 
Gaspereau Press directly.
 
booKsellers & institutions: 
Sales & distribution are handled di-
rectly by Gaspereau Press. Please 
contact Gaspereau Press if you are 
interested in establishing an account. 
Gaspereau Press is fully equipped for 
edi ordering. Call 1-902-678-6002 
for information or to place your order. 
Commercial discounts are as follows: 
20% for Educational Institutions;  
40% for Retail Accounts & Public 
Libraries; and 46% for Wholesalers.  

shipping within canada: Free 
shipping is provided on orders exceed-
ing $100 Canadian (net value) shipped 
to a single location. All other orders 
are subject to shipping and handling 
charges of $6 for the first book, plus $1 
for each additional book to a maximum 
of $12. In Canada, all prices are subject 
to applicable taxes. ¶ shipping to 
the usa: Free shipping is provided 
on orders exceeding $100 (net value) 
shipped to a single location. All other 
orders are subject to shipping and han-
dling charges of $8 for the first book, 
plus $1 for each additional book to a 
maximum of $15. ¶ elsewhere on 
earth: Please contact us for a ship-
ping quote. 

general terms: Books described 
as ‘limited editions’ (including limited-
edition bindings of trade titles, letter-
press-printed titles and Devil’s Whim 
chapbooks) may not be returned and 
are available at a 20% discount only. 
Net payment is due within 30 days. 
Books may be returned to Gaspereau 
Press for credit three months after the 
invoice date and within 12 months of 
the invoice date, provided they are in 
resaleable condition and free of retail-
ers’ stickers, marks or other damage. 
Returned books that do not meet these 
conditions will be returned to custom-
ers at their expense. Books damaged 
during shipping must be reported to 
Gaspereau Press within 48 hours of 
receipt in order that we may arrange 
for inspection by the shipper. Failure 
to do so will result in the client be-
ing charged for the books, damaged 
or not. Gaspereau Press will arrange 
for replacement of any books deemed 
damaged following the shipper’s 
inspection. Should any books have 
manufacturing defects, please contact 
Gaspereau Press to make arrange-
ments for replacement. Any claims for 
shortages or shipping errors must be 
made within 30 days and must refer to 
the invoice number. Please call 1-902-
678-6002  to discuss your claim before 
returning any books. 

Please note that prices and title specifica-
tions listed in this catalogue are subject 
to change without notice. Placing an or-
der signifies agreement with the seller’s 
terms of trade outlined above. 

Terms of Trade 



peter sanger

Odysseus Asleep: 
Uncollected Sequences 

1994–2019

new poetry ($21.95, 9781554472048). printed offset on 
laid paper maKing 128 pages. smyth-sewn paperbacK 
trimmed to 5 × 8 inches and enfolded in a letter-
press-printed jacKet. typeset in emerson. 

¶ Peter Sanger’s great gift is that of drawing his read-
ers deeper in, of revealing how literary habits of mind 
might tease hidden order and interconnection out of 
seemingly inert and ordinary subjects. Odysseus Asleep 
collects a number of poem sequences that previously 
appeared in small chapbooks and limited-edition pub-
lications, including The Third Hand (1994), Ironworks 
(1995), Stone Notes (1997), Kerf (2002), and Arborealis 
(2005), adding to them a new poem, ‘Odysseus Awake.’  

peter sanger is best known for his influential writings 
on poets John Thompson, Douglas Lochhead, and Rich-
ard Outram. His most recent books include Lightfield: The 
Photography of Thaddeus Holownia and Fireship: Early 
Poems, 1965–1991. He lives in Truro, NS.



tammy armstrong

Year of the  
Metal Rabbit

new poetry ($21.95, 9781554472031). printed offset 
on laid paper maKing 128 pages. smyth-sewn paper-
bacK trimmed to 5.3 × 8.5 inches and enfolded in a 
letterpress-printed jacKet. typeset in quadraat. 

¶ Often drawing on the natural world for subject matter 
and imagery, Year of the Metal Rabbit gives slip to snares 
set by lyric and narrative conventions and bolts for the 
edges of what poetry can say. Like a long brooding walk 
into the heart of a stormy night, the thing-filled landscape 
of Armstrong’s poems is beguilingly kinetic, alive with 
shadows and chaos, a dreamscape where encounters with 
flora, fauna, and neighbours prompt uncertainty more 
often than identification, where ‘we happen in the gaps / in 
the stranger places.’

tammy armstrong has published two novels and four 
collections of poetry. Her first collection of poetry, Bog-
man’s Music, was a finalist for the Governor General’s 
Literary Award. Recent work has won the iYeats Inter-
national Poetry Prize, and Prairie Fire’s Bliss Carman 
Poetry Prize. In 2018, she was a finalist for the National 
Magazine Awards. She lives in southwestern Nova Scotia.



ryan turner

Half-Sisters

new short fiction ($28.95, 9781554472024). printed 
offset on laid paper maKing 224 pages. smyth-sewn 
paperbacK trimmed to 5 × 8 inches and enfolded 
in a letterpress-printed jacKet. typeset in bembo. 

¶ Ryan Turner’s short stories interrogate the nature of 
human relationships—between parents and children, 
siblings, lovers, coworkers, captive and jailer. Setting 
his characters—their anxieties, triumphs, deceptions, 
and vulnerabilities—against the backdrop of everyday 
life, he writes in prose that exhibits complexity with-
out sacrificing the pleasures of narrative. Turner’s un-
inhibited curiosity fosters a willingness to imagine 
the discomfort and uncertainty of others, sparking in-
sights into the mechanisms of intimacy and loneliness.  

ryan turner’s fiction has appeared in various journals 
including Prairie Fire and The New Quarterly. His first 
collection, What We’re Made Of, was shortlisted for the 
ReLit Award in 2010. He lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 



bren simmers

Pivot Point 

new memoir ($24.95, 9781554472000). printed offset 
on laid paper maKing 112 pages. smyth-sewn paper-
bacK trimmed to 5.3 × 8.5 inches and enfolded in a 
letterpress-printed jacKet. includes illustration 
by emma fitzgerald. typeset in garamont. 

¶ Pivot Point is a lyrical account of a nine-day wilderness 
canoe trip through the Bowron Lakes canoe circuit in 
British Columbia. At the heart of the expedition are three 
young women, friends whose lives seem at risk of drifting 
apart as they approach middle age. While buoyed by the 
pleasures of adventure and camaraderie, and by a deep 
reverence for nature, Simmers finds herself struggling 
to inhabit the trip’s trickier elements—storms, insects, 
physical fatigue, conflict, doubt, and disorientation—and, 
as with the challenges and changes in her own life, to em-
brace them with confidence. Recounted in a journal-entry 
style with poems interleaving each day’s narrative, Pivot 
Point is a frank reflection on the roles friendship, mind-
fulness, and creativity play in the evolution of our lives.

bren simmers is the author of two books of poetry, 
Night Gears (2010) and Hastings-Sunrise (2015), which 
was a finalist for the City of Vancouver Book Award. Her 
work has won the Arc Poem of the Year Award. She lives 
on Prince Edward Island.



ray cronin

John Greer:  
Hard Thought 

Gaspereau Field Guides to Canadian Artists No. 4 

new art criticism ($21.95, 9781554471980). printed 
offset on laid paper maKing 64 pages. smyth-sewn 
paperbacK trimmed to 5 × 8 inches and enfolded in a 
letterpress-printed jacKet. includes seven colour 
reproductions of greer’s worK. 

¶ When John Greer (b. 1944) started teaching sculpture 
at the Nova Scotia College of Art and Design in the 1970s, 
the college was fast becoming one of the incubators of the 
emerging international Conceptual Art movement. From 
his early experiments in conceptual sculpture, Greer’s 
artistic practice shifted to re-engage with traditional 
sculptural forms and techniques, re-imagining them in 
a way that would make him a pivotal figure in contem-
porary sculpture in Canada. Ray Cronin recounts the arc 
of Greer’s career, demonstrating how Greer’s work re-
freshes and extends our understanding of the language 
of sculpture and the way in which thought might be made 
manifest in material. 

ray cronin is a Nova Scotia-based writer and curator. 
Between 2001 and 2015 he worked at the Art Gallery of 
Nova Scotia as both curator and director. Cronin has writ-
ten on visual arts for over two decades and is presently the 
visual arts blogger for Halifax Magazine. 



andrew steeves

Literarum Ex 
Arboribus

An Exuberant Showing of the  
Wood Type at Gaspereau Press

limited edition letterpress booK ($2500). avail-
able january 2020. projected to be 320 pages 
printed on mohawK superfine paper, 12 × 18 inch-
es. handsewn and quarte16r-bound by don taylor 
(leather and paper over boards) and placed in a 
handmade wooden box. edition is limited to 26 
copies (+ 4 hors commerce copies).

¶ There are over 150 fonts of wood type in the cases at 
Gaspereau Press, many of which were originally collected 
by the celebrated Canadian letterpress printer and typog-
rapher Glenn Goluska. In this folio book, Andrew Steeves 
presents the collection in a series of 150 letterpress prints, 
each exhibiting a single typeface. Includes an introduc-
tary essay on the history of the collection and the evolution 
of the project. 

andrew steeves is a writer, literary publisher and 
typographer. His most recent publications include Smoke 
Proofs: Essays on Literary Publishing, Printing and Ty-
pography (2014) and Four Trees and a Rhubarb Patch  
(2019).



Ordering Books
These titles are distributed directly by Gaspereau Press

call us
1 902 678 6002

visit our website
www.gaspereau.com

order by literal mail
47 Church Avenue, Kentville, NS, Canada b4n 2m7

order by figurative mail
info@gaspereau.com 

follow us on social media 
You can find us on Facebook or Instagram

� This catalogue was typeset in Matthew Carter’s monticello, a dig-
tial revival of Binny & Ronaldson’s Roman Pica No. 1. First appearing in 
the 1790s, it’s considered the first commercially successful type designs 
manufactured in North America. (D.B. Updike called it ‘Oxford’.) It 
is paired here with Carter’s miller banner. ¶ Gaspereau Press ac-
knowledges the support of the Government of Canada (le gouvernement 
du Canada) through the Canada Council for the Arts and the Canada 
Book Fund, and of the Province of Nova Scotia. 
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